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rench claims to the Mississippi River valley followed the expedi-
tion of Marquette and Joliet in 1673. The governor of French
Louisiana in 1763 granted to Gilbert Antoine Maxent the exclu-

sive right to trade with the Indians on the Mississippi.  Maxent commis-
sioned Pierre Laclede to set up a trading post in Upper Louisiana. He
chose a terraced spot, safe from flooding, and declared in 1764, “I have
found a situation where I am going to form a settlement which might
become, hereafter, one of the finest cities in America – so many advan-
tages are embraced in its site, by its locality and central position, for
forming settlements.”  

Although officially named for King Louis IX of France, the town was
commonly known as “Laclede’s Village.” After the Louisiana Purchase of
1804, St. Louis became part of the Northwest Territory, and soon seat of the
Missouri Territory.  It was the jumping off point for the explorers Meriwether
Lewis, William Clark, and Zebulon Pike, as well as for the many pioneers,
displaced Native Americans, and gold-seekers who followed after.  

Fur trade continued as a mainstay of St. Louis’ economy with mining
soon joining it. Shipments of lead from the ore belt southwest of the city
were heading downriver as early as the 1720s and by 1810 a shot tower
had been built in Herculaneum for turning lead into ammunition. This
product became important enough that one of Missouri’s nicknames is
The Lead State and its official state mineral is galena.  

The steamboat era began in St. Louis with the arrival of the Zebulon
M. Pike in 1817. Rapids north of the city made it the northernmost navi-
gable port for many large boats. St. Louis was transformed into a bustling
commercial center and by the 1850s had become the largest U.S. city
west of Pittsburgh and the second-largest port in the country, with a com-
mercial tonnage exceeded only by New York.

Public transportation got its start with a private omnibus line in 1843
that ran to a ferry landing at the river.  Soon four other lines ran from
downtown to suburban terminals, pulling development with them.  These
were consolidated into the first city-wide urban transportation monopoly
in the country in 1849. This legacy continues today with the city’s
MetroLink light rail system and MetroBus.

Railroads to the West were clearly needed, but a bridge had to be built
to connect them to the East. After building the gunboats that made Grant’s
conquest of the lower Mississippi possible, James Buchanan Eads set to

work on spanning the river.  Eads saw his bridge tested with its first train
of on June 9, 1874. The bridge’s three spans of over 500 ft. were 200 ft.
longer than any built previously, carrying a carriage highway on the upper
deck and double railroad tracks on the lower. In 1993 the lower deck of
this National Historic Landmark re-opened to MetroLink service.

With this successful new connection, four railroads organized the
Terminal Railroad Association of St. Louis in 1889. This group completed
the St. Louis Union Station in 1894. It was the largest in the world with
24 trunk lines converging upon it and 400 passenger trains arriving and
departing daily.  

By 1870, St. Louis had surpassed all cities except Philadelphia and
New York in the number and value of its manufacturing plants with iron,
flour milling, brewing, and the manufacture of cloth and shoes leading
the list. Brickmaking, furniture making, limestone quarrying, coal mining,
and distilling were also significant industries.  

The city’s Forest Park, established in 1874, became the site of the
world’s fair celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase,
and the first Olympic Games held in North America in 1904. The world’s
fair exposition differed from earlier ones by stressing process rather than
finished products and visitors could see manufacturers from jewelers to
rope makers at work. 

A popular verse in the early 20th century (referring to the St. Louis
Browns) ranked St. Louis “first in booze, first in shoes, and last in the
American League.” Prohibition damaged the brewing and distilling indus-
tries and shoe factories moved to smaller towns but other sectors devel-
oped. The wagonmaking companies that supplied prairie schooners to
those heading west led to the establishiment of a number of automakers
represented today by Chrysler, GM, and Ford plants in and near the city.
Giants Monsanto and Mallinckrodt lead a number of chemical and phar-
maceutical manufacturers in the area accompanied by a number of med-
ical supply makers such as Storz Instruments, now a division of Bausch &
Lomb. These modern companies continue a tradition that makes St. Louis
a gateway to industry.    

THURSDAY, JUNE 1 – Early Bird Tours

Although we expect tours to proceed as outlined, individual sites and other
details may change. Please consult your confirmation letters and the web-
site for updates. Final details will be provided upon check-in at the Hyatt.

SIA reserves the right to cancel any tour or course which does not
attract a sufficient number of participants.

T1 – MAKING MUSIC – 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
The Wicks Organ Company in Highland, IL will provide the manufacturing
process, then we’ll tour a few of the finest pipe organs in St. Louis. The
1929 Fabulous Fox Theater with its mighty Wurlitzer organ will dramatize
use of the instrument in a grand old movie palace while either the Cathedral
of St. Louis, with its great Kilgen organ, or Christ Church Cathedral, a
National Historic Landmark with an Aeolean-Skinner organ, will provide an
ecclesiastical example.

T2 – BREWERIES OF ST. LOUIS – 11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Spend an afternoon with Susan Appel, historian of brewery architecture, vis-
iting the present and past of such St. Louis brewhouses as Anheuser-Busch,
Lemp, Falstaff, Columbia, and Schlafly. Bring a lunch or eat before departure.
Snacks provided and undoubtedly there will be sips of beer along the way.

T3 & T4 – UNION STATION – 11:00 a.m. or 1:30 p.m.
Spend 45 minutes on a guided tour of the station and the continue on your
own to see the station museum and shops.

NEWCOMERS’ RECEPTION – 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
New members and first-time conference attendees are invited to join the SIA
board and chapter officers for an informal gathering offering warm wel-
comes and cold beer in the Grand Hall at the Hyatt.

OPENING RECEPTION – 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
All registrants attending the full conference will travel by MetroLink (please
check in at registration to get your pass!) to the Missouri History Museum in
beautiful Forest Park, grounds of the 1904 World’s Fair. We will begin with
refreshments featuring local specialties in the Whitaker Loggia located in the
Jefferson Memorial building, built 1911-1913. At 8:00 p.m., Dr. Robert
Archibald, President of the Missouri Historical Society, a conference co-
sponsor, will provide an introduction to St. Louis’ heritage in the
MacDermott Grand Hall.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2 – ALL-DAY TOURS, 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Each tour includes continental breakfast at the Hyatt beginning at
6:30 a.m., and a box lunch. 

Expect factory tours to be rigorous. Attendees should be able to
walk long distances and climb stairs.

F1 – ALL MINING, ALL THE TIME
Travel to the Old Lead Belt south of St. Louis with Art Hebrank, mining his-
torian. Planned stops include the Doe Run Smelter in Herculaneum where
lead has been smelted since 1892; the Bonne Terre Mine, a still-active and
privately-owned site; and the Missouri Mines State Historic Site, once the
largest mine-mill complex of the St. Joseph Lead Co. where operations
ceased in 1972 and the 19,000 sq. ft. powerhouse now serves as a museum.

F2 – FOUR SQUARE MILES OF INDUSTRY
The city of Sauget on the Illinois side of the Mississippi, is solid industry.
Among the sites to be seen are the St. Louis Building Arts Museum housed
in a former steel foundry, the Solutia chemical works, and Big River Zinc.
The nearby Cahokia Mounds is a designated UNESCO World Heritage Site
containing the archeological remnants of a pre-historic city

F3 – GET YOUR KICKS
Following the Missouri River, we'll visit the Route 66 State Park and then
the Missouri Meerschaum Co., the last surviving corn cob pipe factory in

the USA, the gallery of the artist whose work graces our brochure, two
wineries, and the remediation site of a former uranium processing facility.
We will go west along the south side of the river and return along the north
side of the river.

F4 – STEEL YOURSELF
U.S. Steel’s Granite City Works is an integrated steel works that began mak-
ing granite ware (thus the town’s name) and continues to make tinplate as
wells as sheet and tubular steel products.  On the way back you’ll get a
windshield tour of the former industries of East St. Louis, a visit to the former
stockyards, and Boeing’s Prologue Room, an exhibit on the heritage of air-
craft manufacture and innovation begun in St. Louis by James S. McDonnell.

F5 – LET’S GO!
This tour focuses on transportation with a lengthy behind-the-scenes tour at
the Museum of Transportation and a factory tour of the one of the area’s
three auto assembly plants. We’ll throw in some big steel at the beginning of
the day with a tour of Hammert’s Iron Works, one of the midwest’s largest
steel fabricators, in business since 1932 and now a division of Stupp Bros.

SHOW AND TELL – 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Bring your unidentified industrial artifact, your research-in-progress, or
images from your latest site exploration to share with other members at this
informal gathering.  Dessert and coffee will be served.

SATURDAY, JUNE 3 – Paper Sessions  a.m. to p.m.

Formal paper presentations, an exhibit hall and the SIA's annual business
meeting will be held at the Hyatt. To exhibit, please contact the Events
Coordinator. 

Includes coffee and lunch.

BANQUET – 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Traveling by MetroLink, we will dine at the Morgan Street Brewery in the
historic Laclede’s Landing District in the shadow of the 1874 Eads Bridge.
This National Register district was the first commercial district to be desig-
nated in the city and the only area retaining the 1780 street pattern.  The
brew pub occupies the former Schoelhorn-Albrecht Machine building near
the waterfront.  Dinner will be a buffet featuring rib-eye steak and pasta.
House drinks included until 9:00.

SUNDAY, JUNE 4

RIVERBOAT BRUNCH – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Making use of our MetroLink passes yet again, we'll travel to the landing at
the Gateway Arch where we will board our riverboat beginning at 9:00 for a
2-1/2 hour narrated brunch cruise of the active port and Mississippi river-
front and their industries. A hearty brunch will be served.

Architectural Walking Tour – 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Departing from the boat landing, guides
from the Landmark Association of St.
Louis, a conference co-sponsor, will intro-
duce us to the finest examples of down-
town architecture including the Gateway
Arch, Louis Sullivan's Wainwright
Building, the city's old financial district
and a few wholesale garment buildings. 

FOR EACH SELECTION, PLEASE GIVE QUANTITY AND TOTAL CHARGE
All fees are on a per-person basis, including late fee.

Registration fee includes opening reception, choice of Friday tour, and paper sessions.

SIA Member Registration:             _____ @ $250 = $_______
2006 dues are paid

Non-Member Registration: _____ @ $325 = $_______ 
You can join now and save!

Student Registration:                    _____ @ $175 = $_______ 

Children Under 18: 
Name: __________________ _____ @  $75 = $_______ 

Saturday Paper Sessions ONLY:  _____ @ $125 = $_______ 
Includes Saturday. breakfast, lunch,
abstracts; does NOT include Thurs. reception

Late fee (Postmarked after May 15):   _____ @   $30 = $_______ 
This will also be charged to those registering on site

This is my/our first SIA conference: ❑
Vegetarian meals preferred: _____ (Number of Persons)

Friday Tours – June 2
Include continental breakfast and box lunch. Please indicate           3 prefer-
ences for each person numbered 1, 2, 3 in case first choice is full.

Self       Spouse      Child

F1: Mining   _____  _____ _____ 

F2: Four Square  _____  _____ _____ 

F3: Kicks on 66 _____  _____ _____ 

F4: Steel _____  _____ _____ 

F5: Let’s Go _____  _____ _____ 

I/we plan to attend the Show and Tell
(This will assist us in space planning)        _____ (Number)

All separately priced items below are available ala carte–without registration fee

Thursday Tours – June 1
Self Spouse Child

T1:  Music _____  _____  _____ @ $65 = $__________

T2:  Breweries _____  _____  _____ @ $35 = $__________ 

T3:  Union Station – 11:30  _____  _____  _____ @ $10 = $__________ 

T4:  Union Station –  1:00  _____  _____  _____ @ $10 = $__________ 

SATURDAY EVENTS – June 3
Banquet _____  _____  _____ @ $50 = $__________

SUNDAY TOURS – June 4
S1: River Brunch Cruise _____  _____  _____ @ $45 = $__________

S2: Architecture     _____  _____  _____ @ $20 = $__________

TOTAL REGISTRATION AND EVENTS $__________

See Method of Payment and make check payable to ‘SIA-2006’

Name: ________________________________________________  Affiliation:  _________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest:__________________________________________  Affiliation:  _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________________ State/Province: ______________  Zip/Postal Code: ________________  

Country: ______________________________ E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________________________

Phone: Home __________________________________________  Work _____________________________________________________  

❑ The information above will be included in a list provided to all attendees. If you do not wish  
to have information other than your name included, please check here.
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SIA Membership
Please check the membership level at which you
would like to join or renew:

❑ Regular $35                         _________

❑ Couple $40 (One set of publications) _________

❑ Student $20 (Must supply copy of valid ID) _________

❑ Institutional $50                            _________

❑ Contributing $75            _________

❑ Sustaining $125                 _________

Total dues enclosed in U.S. funds: _________

(Mailing addresses outside of the U.S. and Canada require
an additional $10.00 for surface mailing charges.)

Additional contribution: _________
(for scholarships and preservation grants)

Total registration, dues, and contribution: _________ 

Method of Payment
❑ Personal check or money order (in U.S. dollars

drawn on U.S. bank)

Make check payable to “SIA 2006”

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard   ❑ Discover

Account number: ____________________________

Please record the 3-digit security coder found on the back
of your credit card immediately following the card
account number: ________________________

Name of cardholder: _________________________

Signature (Required): __________________________

Expiration Date: _____________________________

(For Name Badge)(Please print clearly)

Schedule of Events Conference Registration & Membership

MAIL PAYMENT AND FORM TO:
SIA 2006 – Department of Social Sciences
Michigan Technological University
1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton, MI 49931-1295 USA

TO REGISTER ONLINE VISIT: www.siahq.org
NOTE: Only online registration or hard copies of this form received by
mail will be accepted. Faxed or e-mailed registrations cannot be
processed.

Thanks to our co-sponsors!
– Department of History, University

of Missouri-St. Louis
– Missouri Historical Society
– Landmarks Association of St.

Louis, Inc.




